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NATURAL THEOLOGY

organized government, and that he is not a
polyg-amist or a believer in polygamy; that he
intends to become a citizen of and to live per-
manently in the United States. The petition
shall be verified by the affidavits of at least
two credible witnesses who are citizens. At
the time of the filing- of the petition there
shall be also filed a certificate from the de-
partment of commerce and labor stating- the
date, place and manner of his arrival in the
United States and the declaration of intention
of such petitioner, which certificate and de-
claration shall be attached to and be apart of
his petition.

3. He shall, before he is admitted to citi-
zenship, declare on oath in open court that he
will support the Constitution of the United
States, and that he absolutely renounces all
allegiance to any foreign prince, potentate,
state or sovereignty.

4: It shall be made apparent to the satis-
faction of the court admitting any alien to
citizenship that immediately preceding the
date of his application he has resided con-
tinuously within the United States five years
at least, and within the state or territory
where such court is at the time held one year
at least, and that during that time he has
behaved as a man of good moral character, at-
tached to the principles of the constitution.
In addition to the oath of the applicant, the
testimony of at least two witnesses, citizens
of the United States, as to the facts of resi-
dence, moral character and attachment to the
principles of the constitution shall be re-
quired.

5.    He must renounce any hereditary title
or order of nobility which he may possess.

6.    When any alien who has declared his
intention dies before he is actually naturalized
the widow and minor children may, by com-
plying with the other provisions of the act, be
naturalized without making any declaration
of intention.

Immediately after the filing of the petition,
the clerk of the court shall give notice there-
of by posting in a public place the name, na-
tivity and residence of the alien, the date and
place of his arrival in the United States and
the date for the final hearing of his petition
and the names of the witnesses whom the ap-
plicant expects to summon in his behalf. Peti-
tions for naturalization may be filed at any
time, but final action thereon shall be had
only on stated days and in no case until at
least ninety days have elapsed after the filing*
of the petition. No person shall be naturalized
within thirty days preceding a general elec-
tion.

No person who disbelieves in or who is op-
posed to organized government or who is a
member of or affiliated with any organization
entertaining and teaching such disbelief in or
opposition to organized government shall be
naturalized.

No alien shall hereafter be naturalized or
admitted as a citizen of the United States who
cannot speak the English language. This re-
quirement does not apply to those physically
unaTble to comply with it, or .to those making

homestead entries  upon  the public lands of
the United States.

Naturalization in Canada. When a per-
son seeks to become a citizen of Canada the
act involves naturalization as a subject of the
British Empire. Before seeking the privilege
the candidate must have resided within the
British Empire five years and in Canada one
year. An alien woman who marries a Brit-
ish subject acquires British citizenship.

NATURAL SELECTION, a phrase fre-
quently employed to indicate that process in
nature by which those plants and animals best
fitted for life under the conditions in which
they are found, survive and spread, while
others die out and disappear. Allowing for
slight variations, each pair of plants or ani-
mals tends to produce more than two like
themselves, and hence in time they would fill
any locality with individuals requiring the
same food and environment. In time, ac-
cording to the theory, the locality becomes
very much crowded and the weaker individ-
uals are driven out in the so-called "struggle
for existence/' thus illustrating again the
"survival of the fittest."

Of course, natural selection does not act
suddenly, but operates noticeably only in a
series of many generations. Moreover, it
would not be possible were the individuals of
each generation exactly like their predeces-
sors. But children are never exactly like their
parents; there are always variations which
are intensified more or less by the surround-
ings. If natural selection acts at all, it is
operative throughout the whole universe, from
the lowest forms of animal life to man him-
self. Darwin first advanced this theory,
which is not accepted by all scientists in every
particular. See HEREDITY; EVOLUTION.

NATURAL TEEOL'OGT, a systematic ar-
rangement of all the knowledge man possesses
of the attributes and the being of the Creator.
This knowledge is derived from consideration
of nature and through philosophical study
of all surrounding phenomena, and is the ap-
plication of the principles of science to the
assumption on which religion is based. Nat-
ural theology attempts to prove the existence
of Grod through the contemplation of nature.
Socrates, Aristotle and Plato taught the ex-
istence and the unity of God by means of the
study of nature and human life. More mod-
ern philosophers assume that all existing
phenomena reveal the character of the Being
which organized the worlds.